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1. State the name of your community. At what time in your life did you live in this community (i.e., were you raised there during childhood, do you live there now, or was it during another time in your life?)

I grew up in Panama City in Florida and was raised here in my childhood and left when I was 26. 
2. Identify a specific environmental public health issue in the community. (Please review the required readings for this course – specifically the Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion’s HealthyPeople.gov link for specific environmental health themes.)

A major environmental public health concern in Panama, Florida is Wherry Landfill. The land waste damped into this pit raises issues in that the soil could contain methane gas. Concerns about the landfill emitting poisonous gases which could migrate into people’s houses were raised in that they could result to explosions. 
3. Explain briefly why rates of disease or illness might be impacted by this environmental health issue. Please write 1–2 paragraphs about this, and be sure to cite sources rather than simply stating your opinion.

Air pollution may cause an increase in the number of mortality cases. According to a study done by WHO (2019), environmental related conditions have resulted to the deaths of more than a million children under 5 years. Worsening of this situation is seen in children with breathing issues as it may lead to the illness being severe. 
Since these gases could also affect water, it increases the likelihood of infant mortality through various causes such as the water they take (Tyndall AFB, n.d). Further, hazards that are related to air could potentially cause acute respiratory diseases, cancers and lung failure.
4. Identify one credible source of Environmental Health Data on that issue. (Please write 2–3 sentences maximum. Please provide a description of the source and a link (i.e., hyperlink or URL) directly to relevant data sources.

The link for the source is https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/Access-to-Health-Services. The source I used aims to provide more information on how to manage these environmental issues. It also gives relevant statistics on the issue and how it has impacted people in the past. 
5. Discuss whether rates of disease or illness for the issue are being tracked in the community. Please write 2–3 paragraphs about this, and be sure to cite sources rather than simply stating your opinion.

The rates of diseases and infection were trailed and the results were that the gases produced were too low to cause any harm to human beings (U.S. Air Force Tyndall AFB United States, 2015). Since the soil air had been contaminated, the people in the community were not only concerned about the explosions but their water systems too. They asked for research to be conducted on their water to determine whether it had been contaminated. The USAF addressed these concerns by sampling the ground water and discovered that the pathways were not affected to contaminate the water. 
These results did not calm down the community’s residents. Therefore, a conclusion was reached to address the community’s demands in that residential areas would be removed from the area. In my opinion, not enough research was conducted and there might still be traces of the gas in their water systems thus increasing the risk of illnesses and diseases. 
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