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According to the article, Universal Basic Income (UBI) is a perfect tool to fight poverty. This perfection is in the theory of such a policy. However, in practical implementation, several factors would make UBI more complex. The article raises fundamental questions on what would occur if the poor were given basic incomes. The article points out that governments spend on infrastructure and developing healthcare and education, among other issues, as its way of helping the poor. This way, taxpayers whose money is spent on these programs are sure the money is well utilized. With UBI, there is no evidence that people would use the money well or dedicate it to frivolous needs (Banerjee, Niehaus, & Suri, 2019). Many issues need to be addressed, such as projecting how incremental incomes would align with policy goals. 
The literature review points out the known information regarding existing welfare transfers. First, it is a fact that welfare transfers target specific populations and are not universal. Also, the transfers are short-termed. Looking at transfers reveals that people do not spend it frivolously. The transfers also improve society based on empowering women, improved diets, academic achievements, family planning, savings, and acquiring assets. The authors point out UBI aspects that need clarification, such as why the program needs universality and how intra-household allocations will occur, and their impacts. The article also points to the need to understand the many constraints that proponents of UBI suggest would help resolve (Banerjee, Niehaus, & Suri, 2019). They include a lack of credit, lack of insurance, and psychological constraints. The article then draws a picture of how targeting and state capacity would influence UBI.  
The article connects UBI to developing countries by raising the question of whether the governments there should use UBI to raise the incomes for the poor. It notes that the pilot program conducted in Namibia revealed positive results such as decreased poverty and improved child nutrition. Children attended schools more, and income-generating activities increased. The article points out that conservatism opposes UBI just like any other social welfare program as they argue it risks making people lazy. 
Article Link: https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-economics-080218-030229 
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