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Introduction

There are state institutions whose work is to control crime and so that the citizens can live in a secure environment. Collectively, these institutions lead to criminal justice. Therefore, criminal justice cannot be precisely defined or be considered as a duty of one person or institution. Nonetheless, criminal justice happens in a social world. This world is highly complex (Manlow, n.d). To make the criminal justice practice less difficult, criminologists have developed theoretical models that explain various aspects of crime and society. The criminal justice practitioners follow these models. The due process model and the rights model are two of the theoretical models. The two models are concerned with the protection of civil liberties. However, the due process model focuses more on the legal procedures while the right models focus more on the rights.  

Similarities

The rights and due process model focuses on the protection of the defendants in the delivery of justice. They focus on the protection of individual rights and democratic freedoms. According to the rights model, people’s rights should be protected even when those people have committed a crime (Manlow, n.d). In this regard, the rights model prohibits the police from pursuing the offenders in a way that violates their rights. Similarly, the due process model is concerned with the protection of civil liberties. According to the model, the rights of all people should be protected. Failure to follow the due process leads to miscarriage of justice (Manlow, n.d). The model holds that criminal justice institutions should exercise due process even when it is not enshrined in the law. For example, no due process was followed in the trial and conviction of the James Bulger killers. The young boys were behind Bulger’s killing. The fact that they were below the age of criminal responsibility was justified to have the young boys released. However, since Wales and England's legal system did not have due protection requirements, the boys were tried and convicted in adult court. 

Differences
The due process and rights model departs where the rights model pay more attention to defendant’s rights while the due process model pay more attention to the legal rules and procedures (Manlow, n.d). In this regard, the rights model regards the delivery of justice as the protection of the defendant’s rights. In the killing of Silje, this model would urge the protection of the children responsible for this killing. It doesn’t presume their innocence but it calls for their rights as children to be safeguarded. According to the model, a fair trial can exist only when the defendant’s freedom is safeguarded (Manlow, n.d). However, the due process model regards justice as following the set legal procedures when handling an offender. The rules must be used to determine the offender’s guilt or innocence (Manlow, n.d). Some of these rules include allowing the offender to get legal representation, sentencing the offender accordingly, and trying the offender fairly. When these rules are done, procedural justice is delivered. According to this model, a trial is fair if the offender’s economic, psychological and social backgrounds are considered (Manlow, n.d). In the trial of James Bulger's killers, these factors were not given due consideration. Also, the legal procedures were not followed. Since Thompson and Venables were ten years old, they were supposed to be tried in juvenile court. However, they were tried in an adult court where they sat through cross-examination, witness statement, and formal evidence. Hence, there was no procedural justice. 

Conclusion

For the delivery of justice, both the victim and the defendant must be treated well. The courts are supposed to act impartially. However, over a long time, the offenders have been neglected. Their rights have often been violated. For example, the two boys who killed James Bulger were tried and imprisoned. This happened despite them having been below the age of criminal responsibility. In essence, the right and due process models are changing this landscape. The two models are similar in theory emphasis on the protection of the defendant’s rights. However, the rights model is more concerned with the protection of rights while the due process model focuses more on the procedures used in the determination of the offender’s guilt or innocence. 
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