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The Bluest Eyes

One of the important characters in the book in Pecola. Pecola is a young black girl who comes from a very unstable family. According to Pecola who loves Shirley temple, white is beautiful. Being a black girl, this means that Pecola does not love or appreciate herself rather she wishes she had blue eyes just like the white people. Her schoolmates only make it worse by teasing her and calling her names. Pecola’s parents do not pay much attention to her or each other and she believes it is because she is not beautiful.

She has no good friends and the only people that seem to like her genuinely are the three prostitutes that live above her house. Her mother who feels like an outcast because of her limb also affects how Pecola thinks of herself as a young girl. Pecola who goes in search of blue eyes from a sham church is exploited and used to kill a dog. This shows that her desperation shadows her judgment. Her need to be loved makes her blind to the people that may be trying to hurt her instead.

Another character that stands out in the book is Cholly. Cholly who is Pecola’s father is a drunkard and a violent man. Cholly and his wife often fight and at some point, he tries to burn their house down. Cholly who was abandoned by his parents when he was four longs to feel a sense of belonging. His great aunt who took him in when he was a baby dies when he is a teenager. After the burial he is embarrassed by two white men during his first sexual encounter, Cholly loses his self-respect. The hardships he goes through from the time he was born make him a bitter man and this is the reason he is inhumane even to his own daughter. He feels the need to take control and be in charge, Cholly yearns to feel like a man again and he has no idea of how to reclaim his manhood.

