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CAUSES OF THE LEARGE NUMBER OF DEATHS IN JAMESTOWN.
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Jamestown can be considered Americas birthplace because it was the first English settlement that was permanent in North America. The explorers were funded by a company known as  Virginia, composed of London entrepreneurs. The company was searching for economic gaps and opportunities; they anticipated making lots of profit from the minerals found in James town. Their three ships left London on December 20th in the year 1602. However, the voyage took a long time to land in Virginia, approximately four and a half months. Their food supply was reduced, and many died during the journey; privileged colonists, laborers, and artisans survived and reached the shore. Colonists arrived in Jamestown on March 13th, 1607, and constructed a  fort for the protection against the Spanish who were against the British(Bjorklund, 2017). Evidence from waste pits suggests that the colonizers who Arrived in 1607 feasted on turtles, deer, and sturgeon in their first years. According to James Whittenburg, the director of instruction at the National Institute of American History and Democracy, the sturgeons were harvested by axes because they were so huge.  The arrival of ships led to a shortage of food because there were many mouths to feed. The colonizers faced many challenges, including drought, famine, diseases from malnutrition, and water contamination. It is estimated that between 1607 and 1625, 4800 out of 6000 settlers died.

Researchers analyzed the causes of numerous deaths in Jamestown from a scientific point of view by collecting water and materials from the site and analyzing them. It is believed that water may have been the cause of deaths and may have also contributed to staving in Jamestown. The scientists discovered that saltwater from James's river and a nearby swamp had salinity levels beyond the safety zone for human consumption. The settlers may have died because of salt poisoning. On the other hand, the settlers might have been killed from hydration. According to researchers’ human wastes from the settlers may have trickled down into their water supply because all the organic matter they deposited cannot be found. This may have led to water contamination which led to diseases like typhoid and dysentery, which spread at a high rate across the colony. Another possible reason for their deaths could be that the Spanish people poisoned the colony. Researchers detected arsenic at a high level in groundwaters near the settlers' fort. However,  the arsenic concentrations that have been measured are from a natural process.

The numerous deaths may have been caused by hunger and starvation(Zimmerman, 2021). A discovery of trash deposited at James town suggests that the settlers practiced cannibalism. The archeologists discovered physical evidence of cannibalism due to hunger and starvation between 1609 ton1610. Researchers conducted a forensic facial reconstruction in Jamestown of a 14-year-old victim of cannibalism during the year 1609. The butchered skulls of the girl and her shinbone were discovered in Jamestown. They found the remains in trash deposited in a building built in 1608 inside the James fort. Doug Owsley, the head of physical anthropology at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, examined the girl's remains and asserted that she was a victim of cannibalism(Jones, 2021). He described numerous cuts on the girl's skulls made by more than one person. The assailants were interested in eating the tongue, cheek meats, and muscles of the face. This is because her hair was not removed during the auction. There were four cut marks in the skull, which may have resulted from a failed attempt at slitting her head. The experience that the settlers had during the 1609 to 1610 winter is reflected through the girl’s case. The colonists depleted their food sources. They were already starving when other settlers arrived. They had suffered from numerous diseases, hunger, and droughts, leading to cannibalism. 

The neighboring Indian tribes also increased their demands for food. The leader of the settlers went from James town to England and left the city leaderless. The Powhatans started the war against the settlers in James town. Thus, they could not get any help from outside. The settlers began by eating their horses rather than their cats and dogs, and the conditions worsened. They went to the extent of eating snakes, rats, and mice. George Percy, who became the leader after John Smith, wrote that some settlers ate any leather, including shoes and boots. Powhatan warriors killed those who went out to search for food. Archeologists have confirmed what Percy wrote. Artifacts assembled suggest  that the eating of snakes and horses, dated back to 1610.  Many settlers lost their lives during the period. Some died of hunger, some were killed by their fellows and eaten, while others were killed by Powhatan warriors while searching for food(Jones, 2021). The siege continued, and famine began, which led to the loss of many lives.  Diseases also contributed to the numerous deaths of the settlers. It killed more than half of them. According to Percy, an eyewitness, his fellow colonists died due to different diseases, including diarrhea, fevers, and wounds that the Indian warriors inflicted.

The death might have also resulted from mismanagement by their leader and the Anglo-Powhatan war. The settlers were used to receiving food from a communal store and labored together while planting(Ermus, 2021). This made them so dependent on joint food. Thus, they did not work for their food. The colonists arrived during the beginning of the drought, and most of the military men and laborers were not able to plant, fish, or hunt their food; instead, they relied on supplies from overseas. They also stole food from the nearby Indians who could no longer meet the food demand because they also experienced drought. During winter, the  Indians refused to trade with the leader of the settlers, John Smith. The paramount chief of the Powhatans also attempted to kill John Smith. It is possible that a large number of the immigrants were privileged gentlemen who could not labor. In 1601, the settlers were ambushed. One of their leaders, John Ratcliffe, was tortured to death. Smith sent some of his men to meet with the Indians; the meeting failed, and the settlers lost half of their men while fighting; The Indians also controlled the food supply because they knew that the settlers could not survive without food. Smith was injured by a gunpowder explosion on his way back to Jamestown, and he was forced to head back to England.

During winter, the siege continued, and famine struck James town. The Powhatans did not need to attack the settlers directly. They used famine as their weapon. From November until May, they made sure that the colonists could not leave their fort to go and hunt or steal food. The Indians also slaughtered the settlers’ pigs, and sheep penned a distance away from their regiment. As the days went by, the trapped settlers died because of malnutrition caused by hunger and contaminated water. Percy wrote that some began to rob the community store and others had to commit taboos by eating their horses (Ermus,  2021). More colonists died, and the place was full of skeletons. Famine was also one of the factors that pushed the settlers to take part in cannibalism. Percy described that one of the settlers murdered his wife, added salt into her flesh, and ate her. He was then prosecuted and burnt to death.


The scientific evidence that I found reliable was the presence of high salinity levels and water contamination on groundwaters from James town. This is because the colonists’ dug wells that were not deep and were not located in the correct positions(Tomečková, 2020). Due to this, most of their waste products contaminated the water. The water contamination and high salt levels led to salt poisoning and the spread of many diseases, which led to numerous deaths of the settlers. The evidence was convincing to name because for diseases like typhoid and diarrhea to be spread, and contaminated water must be involved. The scientists analyzed the groundwater and justified the assumption. The evidence of cannibalism due to hunger, starvation, and famine is reliable. This is because scientists conducted a face reconstruction of one of the victims. They discovered that cut marks were on her skull, suggesting that the girl might have been eaten after her death. The evidence was convincing because  Percy, an eyewitness, wrote about how people had to break taboos for survival. They ate copes, and one of the men killed his pregnant wife and threw the child in the river. He later cut her into pieces, salted her, and ate her. This is clear evidence that starvation and famine were also the cause of numerous deaths.


To sum it up, the settlers underwent many challenges in James town between 1609 and 1625. Most deaths were caused by starvation, famine, diseases, water contamination, hostile Indians, and mismanagement or poor leadership. They were not prepared to survive because they were not skilled in hunting and fishing. After three days of arrival, the Indians attacked them. The Indians ensured that the settlers could not help outside during the famine. Starvation and hunger pushed the settlers to commit taboos like eating horses, snakes, and mice. They went to the extent of practicing cannibalism by eating corpses and killing their loved ones for survival. Diseases like typhoid and dysentery caused by water contamination also contributed to most deaths. The settlers may have been poisoned using arsenic because some settlers suffered from some of the symptoms caused by poisoning. Later on, the colony was saved by immigrants who brought in the supplies needed.
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