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90-year-old Margaret Johnson is among the breast cancer survivors that the St Mary's Nursing Home has helped beat their illness. The patient has resumed her work after treatment and is now among the many Miami-Dade County residents who have beaten cancer and are a testimony to the importance of early detection.  Purpose to attend the breast cancer screenings across Miami-Dade County between 23rd and 27th August 2021. 
The post about Margaret Johnson contains several identifies that are included by HIPAA as those that can be used to identify a patient. One of the identifiers is the name of the patient. The post includes two names of the patient and therefore allows readers to know who it is about. The post also contains the age of the lady (Drolet et al., 2017). She is above 89 and therefore, age is a primary identifier that may be used to determine who she is. The post also includes the county where the patient resides. The county is smaller than a state. Therefore, it makes it easy for people to know who exactly she is.

The post can be changed to meet HIPAA guidelines by removing all identifiers that are among the 18 HIPAA identifiers. First, the age of the patient should be removed so that the post does not say how old the patient is. The post must also not include the county. Instead, it may only include the state. The post will still serve its purpose of encouraging people to go for screening for breast cancer. The message of the post is to encourage screening and the patient is only an example of people who have benefited from early detection. Therefore, removing specific information about her while leaving the important information like dates for the planned screening will ensure that the activity is still communicated.
Patient identifiers can be shared if the patient is suspected to be a criminal (Drolet et al., 2017). HIPAA allows the sharing of such information for safety reasons to ensure that the suspect is apprehended.

References

Drolet, B. C., Marwaha, J. S., Hyatt, B., Blazar, P. E., & Lifchez, S. D. (2017). Electronic communication of protected health information: privacy, security, and HIPAA compliance. The Journal of hand surgery, 42(6), 411-416.

