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The video on this week's reading "I Found Orpheus Levitating" by Nick Carbo explains the meaning of cultural dominance, hegemony, and assimilation differently from the perception of the individuals. The speaker suggests that cultural hegemony is controlling through art, pop, culture, and literature rather than through military dominance (Russell, 2020). He further states that cultural hegemony may not be evident to the controlled community as they believe that the dominant cultures' values, ideas, and beliefs are a standard norm that should be practiced. The Latin primer video talks about the features of a poem, such as a meter, rhyme, and enjambment, which is common in Walcott's Poem.

In the poem, I Found Orpheus Levitating; the persona says, “He was tired of all that descending into and ascending from those pretentious New Yorker and Atlantic Monthly poems. “He asked me to give him new clothes so I dressed him in an old barong tagalog and some black pants. Because he wanted new friends in a new land, I introduced him to Kapitan Kidlat, our local comic book hero. He was hungry so we drove to the nearest Kamayan restaurant where he learned how to eat rice and pork abobo with his bare hands” The narrator gives an overview of how he found a student behind an illegally parked vehicle. The ally was tired of how they were taught the Atlantic Monthly poems and wanted to change his ways; thus borrowed new clothes and was also introduced to new friends and meals (Carbo, 2003). He also learned the new ways of eating his meals using his bare hands. Consequently, the narrator in "A Latin Primer" poem expresses the frustration of Walcott as he tries to become an influential poet (‘A Latin Primer’, 1987). He says, “I had nothing against which to notch the growth of my work but the horizon, no language but the shallows in my long walk home, so I shook all the help my young right hand could use. I failed Matriculation in Maths; passed it; after that, I taught Love’s basic Latin” He points out the tension between the different educational opportunities provided to the rich privileged and the oppressed majority. Since the narrator belonged to the poor majority, he could only grab what his hands could allow him.
The narrator uses the rhyme to express his frustration with the Education system of the British, which tries to change the local Caribbean people to fit into their education system. The teaching methods used by the teachers limited the learner from analyzing poetry as he had to use the signs of scansions he disliked (Carbo, 2003). He also had to study several texts which some were dully technical and used colonial methods. He had to keep dealing with cultural differences even as an adult from European elite to African ways of doing things.

The two poems relate in a significant way, especially on how they use learning institutions as a way of expressing cultural assimilation. The two personas had been enrolled in an education system that they did not appreciate thus felt a sense of frustration. In the first poem, the student ran away to learn new cultural ways, making him comfortable, and left poetry. In the second poem, the narrator expresses his frustration towards the British education system that they are assimilated to and forced to learn poetry in ways they disapprove. The narrator uses a meter to express his complex learning of mathematics and poetry. The two scenarios reflect cultural hegemony and assimilation into foreign systems of education (Carbo, 2003). The speakers in both poems had a similar perspective on assimilation and hegemony through the education system. Do you think the Speakers in the poems expressed cultural assimilation and hegemony to underrate certain cultures and make others superior?  

The speaker further brings an idea of working on what the class can manage since mixing the classwork and poetry can be challenging. The arrangement means having virtual classes together, something that he believes would interest the students in learning poetry (Russell, 2021). The second poems also give the idea of practicing the meter and rhyme to give the actual meaning to the poem. The two ideas focus on bringing the understanding of writing and interpreting the poems to bring the actual influence of poetry in English.
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