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Social statuses and social roles

The human existence is defined by a set of status and social roles. Social status refers to the position an individual occupies within a social setting. A social role defines the behaviors expected of an individual holding a particular status. This paper will analyze ascribed status, achieved status and master status. Additionally social roles that correspond to the statuses identified will be analyzed. Furthermore, the concept of role conflict and how it can be resolved will be presented.

Ascribed statuses

Ascribed status defines a social status gains by birth or one assumed involuntarily in life (Crossman, 2017). Ascribed status are neither assigned to the individual nor earned (Crossman, 2017). They tend to remain fixed in life and at the same time inseparable from the stereotypes associated with the status. I was born as the firstborn child of my parents which makes this an ascribed status. I was also born male which is another ascribed status. 

Achieved statuses 

An achieved status as noted by Crossman (2017) a social position gained by merit. This status is earned rather than chosen and aims to reflect the efforts, abilities or the skills of the individual. An ascribed status is earned through one’s effort. I am a manager at my workplace which makes that an achieved status. Being a father is an achieved status as well. Being a sociology student is an achieved status as well. I am an athlete and musician as well which further highlights achieved statuses.

Master status

A master status is defined as the status that has exceptional importance to the social identity of the individual often shaping every aspect of the one’s life. The master status as argued by Crossman (2017) is where one status dominates and takes precedent over other statutes in life. Being a father would be my master status. I believe that I live for my children and that they are an important aspect of my life. I am a father first before I am anything else as this is a status that defines most of my life. My first responsibilities is to my family from the moment I wake up to the time I go to bed and this identifies the extent to which this status influences my entire life.

Social Roles

Social roles are derived from the status in society and identifies expected set of behaviors (Smith, Mackie & Claypool, 2014). As a father, my role is to provide for the family and to nature my children while protecting them from harm. As a manager, my role is to supervise and oversee all operations within the workplace. As a student, my role is to learn and to gain knowledge that can be used in the employment environment. As a musician, my role is to entertain my audience.

Role strain

Role strain or conflicts occur when multiple roles result in conflicting demands (Mundara, 2017). The various roles played in life as an extension of the varied status occupied identifies the existence of role conflict in life. For instance, my status as a father, student and manager result in conflicting roles as they identify different roles that clash based on the time and extent to which they are to be accomplished. Expectations of time and efforts make it difficult, to address effectively all roles resulting in role conflict. The practice of time management and scheduling have been paramount to resolve role conflict in my life. Scheduling helps to determine the sequence of events of roles to be addressed while time management identified the time allocated to each role thus ensuring the effective achievement of these roles.
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