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Factors that influence student learning

The focus on understanding the factors that drive students learning are essential to creating exceptional learning environments and providing the support needed to achieve academic accomplishments.  The diversity of students identifies that there are diverse factors that influence or enhance student learning. Enhancement of student learning is essential to achieve educational objectives such as graduation, attainments or knowledge and skills that can be applied in life among other goals. Student learning is influenced by a variety of factors such as home environment, socioeconomic factors and intrinsic factors. Student learning is impacted by individual factors such as motivation, socioeconomic factors such as home life and parenting in addition to school factors such as strong guidance and relationship with educators that directly influence the educational outcomes of the students.

Personal or intrinsic factors have a profound influence on the learning of the student. The motivation of the student is directly linked to the achievement of learning goals. Students who are intrinsically motivated are ambitious and focused on their learning. For instance, students from low-income families may be motivated by the desire to have a better life than their parents and thus work study hard. Motivated students tend to go an extra mile when it comes to learning and rarely do the bare minimum. Students who have the desire and the drive to succeed for instance take more time studying or take on more engaging assignments as compared to students who are not motivated. In contrast, students who lack motivation may tend to lose focus while studying, take less interest in their work and therefore perform worse when it comes to assessments. The inner drive and conviction to achieve are what fuels great students who value education and the role it plays in their lives.

Socioeconomic factors such as parenting and home life have an impact on student learning that can be both positive and negative. Parenting styles or the type of parental support directly affects the learning of the student. Parents who are supportive of their children and take time to address both personal and educational experiences of the child work to develop students who are focused and goal oriented. For instance, presents work with their children as they undertake their assignments and who provide continuous guidance and encouragement to the child are capable of developing learners who are driven to achieve their academic goals. The level of support and seriousness parents give to the learning of the students enhance morale and enable the child to gain an understanding of the value of education. School dropout, for instance, is limited when parents are actively involved in the learning of the child. Parents who actively reach out to teachers and collaborate to ensure the weakness and strengths of the students are addressed experienced greater productivity in the learning of the student. The home life plays an important role in the students’ academic life. A home environment characterized by limited resources due to poverty or other family obligations in addition to stress full environments result in students who are less focused and unable to access the necessary academic resources such as books needed to succeed.

School factors or environment directly affects the success of the students. School environments that provide support for individual students or that seek to develop the students beyond what is needed in the curriculum results in the enhancement of learning among students. For instance, students who feel that a school environment is a safe place and one that offers the necessary resources enables them to explore this learning environment and access the resources necessary for the development of skills and knowledge which embodies the objectives of successful learning. Teacher-student relationships with the students provide the students with not only role models but guides who are there to direct them towards the path of success. Student learning cannot be enhanced if there are no relationships between the educator and the instructor and thus educators who are capable of developing a relationship with the students are capable of steering the learners towards achieving academic success. Furthermore, a school environment that emphasizes the importance of students and works to provide a focused approach to teaching is essential to student success. School environments that provide student-focused teaching, directed at addressing the individual needs of each learner results in enhanced learning.  The reason such environments are capable of enhancing student learning as the educators are capable of providing education that is not only relevant to the students but one that they can apply in real life.

Student learning is impacted by individual factors such as motivation, socioeconomic factors such as home life and parenting in addition to school factors such as strong guidance and relationship with educators that directly influence the educational outcomes of the students. These factors that impact students learning are holistic in that they may not be viewed in exclusion. Educators have to identify the importance of developing internal motivation as part of the learning process. Developing an internal drive to succeed academically is the practice educator and school administrators have to focus on. Socioeconomic factors such as the home environment and the parenting approaches and support are essential to providing the student with the resources necessary for them to succeed in their academic life. School factors such as the school environment, the level of resources within the school and the relationships between educators and students tend to support the learning needs of the students resulting in the achievement of educational goals. The understanding of these factors can, therefore, inform educational stakeholders on the initiatives needed to enhance the learning of students.

