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Besty Lucal’s article provides insights into how gender is perceived and enforced within the society. Gender is a social construct that is aimed at creating distinguishable social statutes that sassing both responsibilities and rights to different groups (Lucal, 1999 p.799). Gender clearly delineates that one can only fall into only two gender that is male or female with society constantly reinforcing how gender is viewed from the perspectives of others in the society. “Doing gender” as noted by Lucal is the act or process of developing one’s self to fit within the only two gender groups. Doing gender identifies the conformity of the individual to align with the expectations of society to be male or female.

Gender, as noted by Lucal, displayed through the use of “gendered clothing, hairstyles, jewelry and cosmetics with the objective of differentiating between a man a woman (Lucal, 1999 p.784).   Additionally, Lucal noted that women seek to implement feminist markers such as “having longish hair, no observable body hair and in general being soft sounded and sweet smelling” (Lucal, 1999 p.784). These descriptions although referring to Western conceptualization of gender aim to identify how gender is displayed and constructed by the society. This identifies that the individual who does not conform to these mannerism or presentation will automatically be labeled as “other” therefore be termed as a man. Personally by selecting clothes that align to my gender, get a hair style that is used by persons of my gender and walking in a style that best describes my gender is my way of doing gender.

The social context has a profound influence on how gender is perceived.  Perceive gender identity is the gender that others attribute to the individual. The social environment seeks to categorize individuals into the two gender groups based on the use of gender display. Lucal identifies that the individual who fails to establish gendered appearances risks experiencing misattribution which carries with it various consequences (Lucal, 1999). Lucal further identifies that in the case an individual does not use gender displays to create a perceived identity the society works to define the identity that best suits the individual. For instance, Lucal wears trousers, caps and has a short haircut and a man’s watch which tend to create gendered cues directing the everyone in society to perceive her to be male rather than female (Lucal, 1999).  Furthermore, the society creates its own set of rules for presenting genders and therefore uses these rules to attribute the genders of the people within the society.

The article by Lucal identifies that social construction of gender sis designed to fit an individual into two genders specifically. Lucal noted that gender attribution is based on seeing someone as female only when you cannot see the person as male” (Lucal, 1999, p. 783).  Lucal further notes that an individual will be viewed as male or female unless they can be proven otherwise. Additionally, Lucal noted that the default perception of a non-feminine person is therefore that they are male or vice versa (Lucal, 1999). Society does not have any place for those who may be gender-blended that is those who do not specifically align based on their display to be male or female. The society uses gender markers to delineate each into male or female and the lack of congruence to any specific gender results in misattribution (Lucal, 1999).  Society reinforces the only two gender systems by effectively placing each within the parameter of being male or female. Lucal identifies that a person is termed as either man or women based on the gender cues and gender displays evidenced during interactions. Lucal in describing Lorber’s works identifies that the society has no place for an individual who is neither man nor woman (Lorber, 1994). Additionally, societal construct and interactions are designed to view address a person as sir or ma’am and does not have any way of interacting with a person that falls out of the boundaries of these parameters.
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