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 The Development of the American Economy
The American economy experienced the greatest growth after the civil war evidenced by the growth of the second industrial revolution. To understand the growth of the American economy post-civil war, it is essential to understand the industries that arose at this period and the factors that made the leaders of the industry successful. It would not be effective to address the concept of industrial revolution without acknowledging the role of labor unions through highlighting their origins, growth and labor unions.

Industries of the American Industrial Revolution

The industrial revolution after the civil war was termed as the second industrial transformation that saw the rapid expansion of the industries, big business and large-scale agriculture (Engleman, 2015). The expansion of the railroad supported industries such as the steel industry with leaders such as Andrew Carnegie establishing his steel manufacturing plant. Inventions such as the telephone and electricity further supported business growth and industrialization (Engleman, 2015). The development of the oil industry saw leaders such as John Rockefeller develop refineries and find exploration, drilling, storage and distribution of oil (Engleman, 2015). Furthermore, the mechanization in farming technology expanded the farming industry. The rise of big business was characteristics by the improved production methods that resulted in the development of new products such as the typewriter telephone and petrol-engine cars (Engleman, 2015). 

 Factors that made the leaders of industry successful

The leaders of big business and industries such as Andrew Carnegie and John Rockefeller’s success was based on various factors the first being the development of transcontinental rail that enhanced the movement of raw materials and finished products to the markets (Rees, 2015). Advances in communication such as the telephone supported business operations. Additionally, the rise of the banking sector that provided loans for the expansion of business best identifies why these leaders were successful (Rees, 2015). Another factor that led to the success of these leaders is the growth in population due to increased migration thus enhancing the availability of labor in addition to the availability of a ready market for finished products (Rees, 2015). Technological developments such as electricity supported further industrialization by supporting automated electric systems that drive the growth of the industries.

Origins and growth of the labor unions

The rise of industries and the surge of workers in the industries created the need for worker representation resulting in the development of unions. The demands of the workers resulted in the development of the National Labor Union in 1866 just a year after the end of the war (Dubofsky & McCartin, 2017). This union was created to convincing Congress to reduce the word day of the federal employees to eight hours. Additionally, the development of poor pay and working conditions further resulted in the development of the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions in 1881 (Dubofsky & McCartin, 2017). Continued workplace demands resulted in the development of the American Federation of Labor as a result of the expansions of labor ideas and need to protect the rights of the workers (Dubofsky & McCartin, 2017). The growth of these unions after the civil war was based on the need for fair wages and safer working environments resulting in the rise of labor movements across the industries.

The accomplishments of the labor unions 

The labor unions after the civil war sought to create political and public support which led to the legislation of the Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914 that allowed the workers to strike as well as boycott their employees (Dubofsky & McCartin, 2017). The fight for fair wages by the labor unions was successful in the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Acts that mandated the need to set a minimum wage in addition to providing provision for extra overtime pay (Dubofsky & McCartin, 2017).
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