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Post-war transformation of American society

The end of the Second World War marked the transformation of the major aspects of the American society. As America rose from the war it experienced shifts in major areas of the society and how these changes affected the society are important to understanding. Suburbanization, the growth of the automobile, consumerism and gender spheres, racial experiences, the G.I bill and youth culture shifted the American society towards a new age of enlightenment marked by social, economic and political changes.

The end of the war saw soldiers returning to America with fewer interests to live in urban areas and desire to settle down in the quiet suburbs where land was cheaper resulted in the mass construction of homes in the suburbs (Kweit & Kweit, 2000). The rapidly rising standards of living in which the pay was greater than the inflation rate in addition to the availability of low cost-mortgages among veterans resulted in the expansion of suburb. Additionally, housing shortages in major cities resulted in the population seeking affordable areas for housing that addressed the need for safety due to the fear of increasing crime in the cities (Kweit & Kweit, 2000). Pioneers such as Levitt brothers enhanced mass production techniques to home building thus expanding the suburbs.

Another transformation was the GI Bill of Rights passed in 1944 which provide the returning veterans with federal aid to adjust to the civilian life (Mettler, 2007). The GI bill provided supported in hospitalization, purchase of business and homes and more specifically in education allowing the veterans to go to school and earn college degrees increased the literacy levels of the American population and sparked a wave of development in the business and industrial sector (Mettler, 2007). Another transformation occurred from the post-war effect on the automobile industry. According to Toffler and Alvin (n.d.) the removal of restrictions on production after the surrender of Japan resulted in the increased purchase of production equipment and the high demand of cars among the public resulted in the massive expansion of the automobile industry. The expansion of the automobile industry resulted in the employment of millions in the country and the growth of the transport sector which culminated in the growth of the overall economy (Toffler & Alvin, n.d.).

Further transformation of America after the war was attributed to the growth of consumerism in the 1950s where the economic boom and the baby boom resulted in more houses and more demand for household goods among other materials (Brown & Vergragt, 2016). Moreover, the creation of credit cards further enhances the growth of consumerism. The change of family roles with women joining the workforce increased family income and with it a substantial increase in consumerism in the country (Brown & Vergragt, 2016). The construction of malls transformed daily life and consumerism grew even further.  The racial experiences of the veterans who had served in the war only to come and find a country that had not changed in addition to the development of white only residential areas sparked their desire for equality which later culminated into the civil rights marches of the 1950s and 1960s (Hixson, 2003). Additionally blacks’ flocked to urban centers for work which exposed them to more freedoms and the demand for seeking equality.

Another aspect of transformation in American after the Second World War was in the youth culture. The youths after the war had a lot of money due to the booming economy and more time to interact and sought independence from their parents (Hall, 2014). The style of fashion changed to suit the youths developing new designs such as short skirts. Additionally, the white youths did not have their own music, and after the rise of Elvis and Rock and Roll, these youths adopted this culture being the major buyers of records in the country by 1958 (Hall, 2014).

Religion played a critical role in shaping the post-war American society and ideals as more churches and missionaries joined the church in addition to the political support provided by President Eisenhower saw religion become an integral part of the American society (Wuthnow, n.d.). Religion influenced politics and the social landscape as it was seen as a way of rebuking communism. Religion shaped policies and decisions in the country with the phrase “under God” being added in 1954 to the pledge of allegiance signifying the stance of the country (Wuthnow, n.d.). Morality and piety become the norm with magazines such as Life and McCall’s featuring predominantly religious themes.
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