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Linking Bible and modern life
1.    Story of the prodigal son

The story of the prodigal son in our time could be set in western countries such as the United States where family dynamics could have allowed for such a situation to occur. The prodigal son could have inherited his wealth from the father who had earlier on inherited the wealth from his father as well leading to more wealth within the family. Years of hard work and insightful investment could have led to the increase in the income earned by the family. The family business is developed through shrewd decisions for instance real estate moguls tend to maintain control of wealth within the family and pass it on to their children.

The prodigal son who gets his share of inheritance and wasted it on lavish parties where drinks such as expensive wine and champagne are shared with the guest. Drugs and women as well as luxuries such as expensive cars for instance Bugatti and Lamborghinis show where money is wasted. Gambling across the world in places such as Las Vegas and Macao are examples of where money can waste (Goldberg, 2014). Taking private jets and sleeping in expensive hotel suits such as the Marriott among others can see an inheritance of about $30 million disappear in less than a year. Through making investments, the prodigal son could have avoided his unfortunate fate.

2.    Story of Lazarus and Abraham

The story of the rich man and the poor man is constructed with our world where income inequality has created wealthy people and a large population of poor people. This contrast is evidenced in major cities where the rich reside next to the poor. A city like New York is the perfect example to show this contracts as the rich earn hundreds of thousands, reside in penthouse apartments, wear the latest designer clothes from Gucci to Armani and can afford to order expensive drinks and food from top restaurants in the city. The rich New Yorker has enough money to cater to his needs and take vacations to places such as Maldives and the Caribbean islands. 

The poor are homeless who reside in New York where they sleep on sidewalks or the train, each leftover food and had nothing to clothe themselves during chilly winter nights (Gilbert, 2008). The homeless find themselves living in cardboard boxes near sewers that are infested with rats. The homeless barely have enough to eat and found begging on the streets and outside lavish apartments where the rich life. The poor do not receive any help from the rich despite existing within the same city.

4.    Matthew 13.24 someone sewing weeds amongst good seeds

The best example to describe how weeds are sowed almost good seeds is that of the Islamic religion. Islamic leaders in the West and most other countries preach the importance of religious tolerance and coexistence with other religions and powers, and this defines the good seeds.  The teachings of Imams and religious leaders in Islam in the West have propagated that notion that Islam is defined by peace and advising Muslims to coexist for a better society.

The destructive seeds or weeds as the rise of Islamic extremist across the Middle East who have worked to challenge the message of harmony and coexistence through radicalizing Muslims across the world not just in the West.  The message of Jihad and extremism through terrorism in the name of religious beliefs has been developed and sold off to believers who had lived in peace with those of other religious corrupting them an changing their views (Khawaja, 2017). The seeds of chaos and indifference have been sowed within Islamic religion by extremists who have moved from the path of peace as taught by religious leaders in civilized societies.
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