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Primary and secondary data

The understanding of primary and secondary data is essential for a researcher as it helps to determine the methodology to be used in the research. Primary data is collected from the field, and this is done through the use of data collection approaches such as observations, surveys or interviews (Bickman & Rog, 2009). Primary data is collected directly from the participants is not only original but aligned to the research question the researcher is investigating. Primary data is firmly founded in the present and helps provide a more realistic understanding of the problem under study. Secondary data, on the other hand, is data that has been collected and recorded by other researchers in the field and is related to the problem or issue under study. Secondary data can be collected from published works of other resources such as books, journal among other published works (Bickman & Rog, 2009). It is data that is being reused and thus can be aligned to suit different contexts. An example of primary data is “18 out of 30 employees in the class are Caucasian” this is primary data that has been collected through observation. An example of secondary research is “**** argued that change management in business must be aligned to organization culture to ensure its sustainability” which shows that the data has been borrowed from another researcher.

Primary data can be collected through the use of surveys, observation or interviews. In the case of the researchers used observation to collect data on the ethnicity of the employees within the organization (Babbie, 2015). Secondary data can be found by reviewing textbooks or journals. Since secondary data is written by another researcher, there is need to ensure that it is credible and that the data is not biased. With primary data, the researchers have to ensure the reliability and validity of the instrument to ensure that accurate data has been captured.
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