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Hegemony-dominant or ruling force in a given social context
Geopolitical- factors relating to international politics
Jihad-the struggle against enemies of Islam
Soft power- ability to attract and influence others rather than using coercion or rewards
IED-Improvised explosive devices
Globalization and terror

Globalization is defined as the process through which business or activities take on an internal focus and operate on a global scale. Globalization has revolutionized every aspect of society from communication to business. Despite these benefits to the modern society globalization has also worked to support the activities of terror groups and insurgents around the world. Information and technology is a major byproduct of globalization that has supported various terror initiatives from funding to recruiting and propaganda dissemination. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has become adept at leveraging the developments in information technology to gain a strategic edge against its enemies that is the west and any influences it has on the world through the promotion of Muslim hegemony in the middle east.
Research questions

How does the non-state actor use modern globalisation, which includes information and technology in their ability to attain strategic gains against their enemies, ISIS a case-study?
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The article by Farwell (2014) provides an account of how ISIS was able to establish a cyber caliphate and the strategies that it has used to promote extremist propaganda and discover over social media platforms. The article discuss the role of open online platforms as well as the dark web in the recruitment of fighters, intimidation of opposition and dissemination of propaganda across a large audience. The article identifies that the success of ISIS has been based on its effective use of social media platform and the ability to navigate laws and regulations surrounding these sites to maintain their operations. The paper further notes on the use of positive propaganda as well as the effectiveness of warm images aimed at reinforcing the image that the terror group is aimed at establishing order and welfare of the Muslim community. The peer reviewed article is professional and integrates critical insights into understanding the research question making it an invaluable resource to research.
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Klausen, Barbieri, Reichlin-Melnick & Zelin (2012) noted that terror groups have shifted their approach from closed online forms to the mainstream social networking platforms providing them with a greater audience. The use of social; networks has worked to radicalize and recruit fighters for terror groups. The open social networking platforms have provided the terror groups with an easy network that helps to broadcast its message and its cause with the hopes of winning followers. Based on the number of views as well as links being followed by YouTube users it is evident that the world is losing the war against extremism and terror. This article provides a unique approach to understanding the leveraging of information technology to promote terror making it a valuable resource. The article further identifies how the terror groups have been able to evade laws against hate speech and incitement in Europe and American to promote their agenda defining the relevant literature the article provides to the research.
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The article by Klausen (2015) identifies the extent to which the social networking sites have played a key role in sustaining the activities of jihadist terror groups. The article identifies the role of Twitter in promoting the terror groups. The number of active accounts belonging to terror groups such as ISIS on Twitter identifies the importance of communications on promoting jihadists movements. ISIS growth can be attributed to the development of social networking communication that have enabled it to take all its operations to the digital platforms. The article identifies that the social networking sites have been essential to dissemination of propaganda paraphernalia and promoting active communication between the terror groups and the individual who seek to join or support its cause. The critique of the peer reviewed article identifies its authenticity and the quality of information provided. It also focus on how one social media platform has worked to promote the rise of the jihadist movement and that is Twitter, therefore providing a more focused approach the research.
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The article by Weimann (2014) details the move of terrorist organizations to the online platform such as Instagram, YouTube, Twitter among many other outlets. The article also details the extent to which the move to social media outlets has complicated counterterrorism operations. The article identifies how the war has moved from the physical real to the cyber space and how the terror groups have leveraged theory understanding of these social media sites to support its operations.  The terrorism activities today take place within cyberspace with interactions being simultaneous and to a wider audience. The article notes that the terror groups have identified effective strategies to capture the attention of the public using the attention gained to recruit or fund their operations. ISIS for instance has integrated the use of social networking operations to enhance is geopolitical campaign of creating a caliphate. The article provides a different perspective to understanding how information and technology can be used to achieve strategic objectives of the terror groups. The authenticity and credibility of the article is based on the fact that it is peer reviewed and developed by an expert in the field of communication.
Torok, R. (2015). ISIS and the Institution of Online Terrorist Recruitment. Middle East Institute.
Torok (2015) provides an in-depth account of the use of online platforms by terror groups such as ISIS to gain achieve a strategic operations that of recruiting members to join the Jihadist movement. This article identifies just how powerful online platforms such as Twitter and Facebook have been to promoting the group and promoting engagement that leads to extensive recruitment. Online influences have become a significant tool for these groups with Torok (2015) noting that ISIS has perfected the exercise of recruiting online. 
The article provides a comprehensive account of how ISIS manages thousands of accounts that are used as platforms to radicalize and recruit fighters in the war. The article identifies that the impact of online operations have been effective in recruiting and mobilizing thousands of fighters to join its cause (Torok, 2015). Its ability to implement soft power to attract recruits from across the religious and cultural divides emphasizes the importance of social media as a strategic tool. The article provides a professional account of the use of social media by ISIS to recruit denoting its importance as a resource to inform the research.

 Weiss, M., & Hassan, H. (2016). ISIS: Inside the army of terror (updated edition). Simon and Schuster.
This article provides an in-depth account of each operation taken by ISIS to expand its territory and promote its agenda. It identifies the use of soft power by promoting itself as the defender of Muslim rights and its attempts to promote a world with no victimization by the west. This book identifies the various operations that ISIS undertakes such as funding, recruitment and training of its fighters. The article gives a glimpse on how ISIS has used social networking platforms to raise funds from sympathizers and those who believe in its cause. The article also identifies how the group is able to coordinate operations in various areas through the social networking platforms. Weiss & Hassan (2016) provides unbiased insights into the development and operation of ISIS was well as its ability to take on an online persona its fight against what it views as the corruption of the west. This book is a valuable resource that effectively aligns to the research question as it identifies the extent to which online platforms are used to propagate its propaganda, raise funds, providing training tutorials to its fighters such as how to make improvised explosive devices (IED). It thus works to provide insightful literature on the subject topic.
Summary
Globalization has changed how interactions take place and the scope to which these interactions occur. The ability to leverage information and technology by the terror groups have seen the continued rise and persistence of terrorism in the world. Globalization has facilitated the development of online and social media platforms that the terror grips have used to raise funds, recruit fighters, train the fighters and to effectively disseminate propaganda materials across the world to a larger audience enhance strategic position of these groups against the counterterrorism agencies and other enemies.
