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Political and economic impact of disaster on a community
Disasters affect people, and they are measured based on the magnitude of impact that they have to the citizens. Disasters have economic and political repercussions on the community. Disasters have a profound impact on the political situation in a region as policies are involved in the protection of the lives of the people. How well a community mitigates, prepares, responds or recovers after a disaster is directly linked to the policies in place (Twigg, 2012). Politicians, therefore, have to be on the front line of ensuring the development of policies that work to mitigate disasters and ensures a rapid response. Disasters, therefore, lead to the change of policies that are not effective. Disasters compel intents public interest, therefore, mandating the politicians to take actions to address the situation (Albrecht, 2017). Politicizing of disasters to shift policies towards addressing such a disasters shifting political attention towards new or discussed policies

The economic impact of a disaster is directly felt by the people in that disaster especially those natural tend to destroy business, homes, and property with the cost of recovery wearing down the economic growth of the areas. Take a case of Hurricane Harvey in Texas which led to losses estimated to be about $110 billion while Hurricane Irma caused $52 worth of losses in Florida (Horowitz, 2017). Business for instance in such areas will take months to pick up while most people who moved away may decide to stay from the areas. The real estate industry in the area affected will experience extreme drops as few people would like to move to the state at the time while the homes affected cannot easily be sold. People lose their livelihoods during a disaster, and this affects the economic status of the community. 

Sources of funding for disaster recovery

In the United States, disaster recovery funding is sourced from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grants, State Disaster Emergency Fund as well as from various state departments (Transport.gov, 2017). FEMA is part of the U.S Department of Homeland Security and whose function is to coordinate the response to the disaster that seems to overwhelm the resources of the state and the local authorities. It is only authorized after a Presidential declaration has been made. FEMA cost shares with the state government to fund disaster recovery with the state government matching 25% of the funds (Transport.gov, 2017). 

Another source of funding that is used to support disaster recovery is the Disease Emergency Fund. Each state typically has such a fund that is dedicated to addressing disasters that happen within the state. The Disaster Emergency Fund is regularly appropriated each fiscal year by the state and can be used to match grant dollars that have been provided by the federal government and to finance recovery efforts (Transport.gov, 2017). The amount of money allocated to each fund varies based on the needs of the state with some states placing more money based on the disasters that face the state. In the case that the fund does not effectively address the recovery needs the governor has authority to allocate more funding to the recovery process.

Additional funding from state departments such as the department of housing or transportation. The federal departments are also in charge of providing funding in addition to the state departments but are limited in their funding as they have to address specific projects under their jurisdictions (Transport.gov, 2017). In the aftermath of giant hurricanes Irma and Harvey, the Department of Housing will be offer funding to the victims to help in the process of rebuilding. These funding sources play a critical role in supporting the disaster recovery process.
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