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The Epic of Gilgamesh and Immortality

The Epic of Gilgamesh is an ancient Mesopotamian poem that recounts the life of the king of Uruk Gilgamesh adventures in life and his quest for immortality after witnessing the death of his friend Enkidu (George, 8). The physical search for immortality or eternal life from the modern perspective may sound silly and just a fairy tale. Knowledge has led to our understanding of the world and one defining constant in life is death. Society today knows that human life is limited to this earth and no amount of prayer or secret can prevent death. The idea of seeking immortality mismatches what the modern society perceives to be true and that is the idea that immorality cannot be achieved. The poem portrays the life of a man who cannot accept death as a natural part of life and this conflicts with our current views in which death is viewed as a central part of life (Jastrow and Albert, 12). For us who understand that immortality is but a fleeting fantasy can find it difficult to relate to the story of Gilgamesh. The idea that immortality can be achieved is an idea we only read in books but not a thought entertained by the rational and knowledge 21st Century human. We live in a society where death is a constant factor we see it on the news, hear it on the radio and view stories of those who have departed on social media platforms. Very few take the time to ponder on the secret of immortality which makes it difficult to understand the reasons why an individual would psychically seek to become immortal.

A comparative analysis of Gilgamesh’s search for immortality with modern culture identifies various similarities between the narrative and our life today. Although Gilgamesh seeks to become immortal by learning the secrets of the gods today, we seek immortality through the use of technology. The development of anti-aging products such as Vaseline or Vichy identifies that we too search for immortality but through a different method. These anti-aging products identify that the quest for immortality is not just limited to the era of Gilgamesh but extends to our current times. The development of surgery that helps to promote face lifts or reduce wrinkles identifies just how much the quest for immortality has changed between Gilgamesh’s time and modern life. Today we are worshippers of youth and those with beautiful skin such as the Kardashians have served to market various products that promise us beauty and longevity. We are no different from Gilgamesh as we too are afraid of death, and we tend to take any portion or elixir if it can guarantee us the long life that we wish for. Medicine in itself has been a quest not only to address ailments but one that seeks to promote immortality. The acts of having a heart of liver transplant in the hopes of living longer are what we want. Although we know that life is not permanent current technological advancement are aimed at archiving just that if well analyzed. Medications such as vaccines eradicate diseases in the hopes of making the weak human body live longer. We turn to technology as our “fountain of youth” and aging is not something we all want to limit just like Gilgamesh. We spend billions of dollars on cosmetics and medication each year just to stay youthful and healthy preventing the grasp of death which is our way of seeking immortality.
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