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RE: Needs Assessment

After careful evaluation of the neighborhood community in respect to the implementation of the “Sustainable living program” there is a need to conduct a needs assessment. Visual analysis of the current practices of the community identify that some element of sustainable living has been implemented such as the development of vegetable gardens, the use of bikes or walking and the popularity of the local farmers market. These elements identify that the community is already implementing elements of green living. However, this does not mean that all the members of the community have an understanding of the importance of green living or how to expand their current sustainable living programs thus identifying the importance of conducting a needs assessment.

The needs assessment in this community is critical to identify the extent of knowledge, attitudes, skills and competencies of the community members in the development of green living (Brown, 2002). The visual assessments identified that the community already practices some activities designed to promote green living, but a needs assessment will identify any gaps to the full implementation of sustainable living that needs to be addressed. The needs assessment will define the need for implementing the program as well as what specific aspects that have not already been implemented that need to be addressed by the program (Foley, 2004). The observations identified that only a few suitable killing strategies had been implemented within the community and various gaps, especially on the conservation of energy at homes such as solar panels, were missing identifying the critical role that a needs assessment will play in highlighting the sustainable living needs.

The needs assessment can be implemented through a variety of ways. Questionnaires will be designed and provided to the community members to gauge their knowledge on green living (Caffarella & Daffron, 2013). The questionnaires will thus provide an understanding of the gaps in knowledge and understanding of green living especially on its importance and possible strategies to implement green living within the community. Interviews will be structured and used to question the attitudes, skills and the importance of green living to the community. Interviews are also critical in collecting information on the perceptions of the community towards green living. Interviews and questionnaires will be used to collected data on the needs of the community (Sork & Newman, 2004). The interviews and questionnaires will be used to identify the gaps in knowledge and skills necessary in implementing sustainable living strategies within the community. Observations and checklist are other tools that can be used to conduct the needs assessment. Observations and checklist will be used to collect data on the identifiable features of green living defining those which are available and those that are missing.
Best Regards, Thomas Reed.
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