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Public Health Preparedness
1. What is the Area for Action that you feel is most important for public health preparedness? 
Moore (2012) argued that there are four basic areas of actions in Public health preparedness that are the sanitation of the practitioners to the global nature of diseases, learning from successful countries, acting locally on global issues and investing in Global health. The action that is most important in regards to public health preparedness is the act of thinking globally but acting locally. The United States as noted by Powell, Hanfling & Gostin (2012) does not exist in a bubble but as a part of a global network thus defining the need to analyze global health issues and implementing mechanisms to address those issues at the local level. The process of thinking globally and acting locally a noted by Moore (2012) involves enhancing information sharing across federal agencies, enhance health capabilities, coordination of US with other countries to enhance health activities and to create a mechanism of learning from successful disaster management experience. This action is the most important in public health preparedness as it key tenets encompasses the functions of the other three actions. Thinking globally enables the United States to analyze the public health incidents and challenges and configure the local environment to address these public health issues. This concept identifies the importance of Global disease surveillance and the alignment of insights gained to the local environment (Moore, 2012). Public health preparedness is defined by the ability of the local environment to be responsive to the global issues since public health issues easily cross boundaries due to ease of communication as noted by Moore (2012). The increased movement of people has made public health an issue of global concern, not just a local problem and thus the ability to learn from the global occurrence of public health concerns as well as aligning the local capabilities to address these issues before they affect the local community is what defines the concept of thinking globally and acting locally. Acting locally on global issues identifies the idea of developing preventive and response mechanisms to global health problems ensuring that the local practitioners and agencies are well prepared with knowledge and skills to address these global issues at the time they reach the local environment.
2. Why might each of the other dimensions be slightly less important? Be sure to cite sources rather than simply stating your opinion.

The other dimensions of public health preparedness sensitization of the health practitioners to the global nature of diseases, investment in Global Health and Learning from the successful initiatives implemented by other countries. According to Suk, Van Cangh, Ciotti & Ekdahl (2015) acting locally on global issues involves the development of successful initiatives in disasters management implemented by other countries,  calling for the coordination of health forces in addressing global issues across the world and enhancing informing sharing to enhance capabilities and capacities of the local public health practitioners. These tenets of acting locally on global issues, therefore, integrate all the other dimensions of public health preparedness making it the most important dimensions to addressing public health issues in the community. The ability to act locally on global issues starts by enhancing information sharing which helps to increase the competencies of the public health practitioners thus enabling them to coordinate public health preparedness initiates with relative ease (Sullivan, Limaye, Mitchell, D’Adamo & Baquet, 2015). The ability of the public health practitioners to collaborate and implement public health preparedness measures such as education of the masses and implementation of a mechanism to limit the spread of infections are all part of the initiative to act locally on global issues. 

Acting locally on the global issue superiority is defined by its ability to integrate another dimension that of investing in global health. The US can collaborate with other countries to enhance their capabilities to manage public health issues before they reach the local environment. Disease and infections are not isolated to any geographic location, and thus the ability to implement global health initiatives is an important way to prepare the local environment and help to gain an understanding of these global issues and implement the knowledge gained to the local environment. Using lessons learned from global disaster management plans plays a critical role in public health preparedness (Powell et al., 2012). Acting locally on the global issues is thus supported by the ability to understand how other countries or regions are responding to these public health problems, therefore, enabling the local environment to benchmark these initiatives to enable the country to address these global issues when they extend to the local public health domain. An example of acting locally on global issues is the initiatives of passenger screening during the outbreak of the Avian flu (Gostin, 2004). The ability of the US to take action immediately at the local level to screen, educate and benchmark best practice used by regions such as the European Union identified the extent to which public health preparedness is enhanced through acting locally on the global issues (Gostin, 2004).
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