Running head: FOCUS OF INTEREST                                                                                         1                                             
FOCUS OF INTEREST                                                                                                                   4

Influence of professional experience and academic background on doctoral study

A strong foundation in education is key to achieving success has always been my professional motto. My professional experience has helped to gain an understanding of various accounting and health related issues and would play a critical role in guiding my doctoral study. A doctoral study is one that seeks to further enhance learning by building upon the knowledge gained through professional experience. My active work experience such as working for the Oakwood Nursing Home in Florida provided a unique learning opportunity in which I served as certified nurse’s assistant. This professional experience helped to broaden my understanding of health issues that need to be addressed and the plight of the sick and the aging and thus gaining access to a doctoral study will help to expand my scope of knowledge that will be useful in enhancing my professional experience. Other work experience such as working as a customer service representative at the College of Central Florida and as the Board Treasurer at God’s Anointed Outreach Ministries will assist not only to gain a firm understanding of accounting but an opportunity to implement the knowledge I have gained from my academic background.

My academic background has positioned and equipped me for the doctoral study in that it has set the foundation for further learning. Doctoral studies are aimed at cementing further knowledge and providing an opportunity to specialize in each field. I have an MBA in Accounting and Health Care Management, Associated in Science Degree in Accounting Technology, Associate of Art in Business Administration; a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting will put me on a strong academic stronghold to further seek a doctoral study. I have successfully achieved other learning objectives, and a doctoral study has always been a goal that will contribute to achieving both academic and professional goals. A doctoral study is a perfect fit for my professional and academic life.
Specific area of interest

My area of interests is on the analysis of the role of accounting in managing health care facilities. I seek to combine my academic backgrounds into one doing this doctoral study.  Having an educational background in accounting and various certifications and my MBA in accounting and healthcare management set the stage for me to adequately research on the link between these two concepts and how they can be applied in the real world (Ginter, Duncan & Swayne, 2013). Research on Accounting and its link to healthcare management will be essential to gaining an in-depth understanding of these concepts as well as how they can integrate to promote the accomplishment of my professional career of opening and managing a group home. My ambitions are to develop a group home that effectively caters to the needs of the residents, the community, and the shareholders. It is my ambition to further expand it, and this can only be achieved through an intricate understanding of the alignment between accounting and healthcare management which will be provided by the doctoral study. 

I also plan to work as a consultant working with others to help them open new business ventures as long-term goals. These areas of interests will thus work to provide strategic information on how to leverage my academic information to this professional career. Conducting research on the alignment between accounting and the healthcare management field will enhance my understanding of the best practices in managing the business and promote my competency in accounting and operating health care facilities. The research will assist to develop and further my skills and expertise on accounting contributing to gain foundational knowledge of this area and its applicability of these skills in my career. The comprehensive doctoral study is essential to promoting an understanding of me and my role in professional life. It will help to discover new knowledge on accounting and play a part to broaden my perspective on accounting and healthcare management.
Future goals

Throughout my professional experience, I have realized there are various gaps in the health sector that need to be addressed. Guided by the need to address these gaps my future career goals are to open a group home that will cater to the needs of children youth and the disabled. The current state of health and support functions is limited, and there is need to develop a more active and engaging approach to addressing the needs of the disadvantaged in the community. According to Nielsen (2012) there are approximately 2 million children in the United States with mental illness and who cannot live with their parents. There is need to cater to these growing number of young children and those with disabilities. My accounting knowledge will play a great role I manage the first group home and help to effectively manage the finances generated to help expand the group home. 
Accounting knowledge and experience in a nursing home helped to prepare me for my future career goals. The doctoral study will work to expand my understanding and knowledge of accounting and health care management thus preparing me further for the roles that I will play in my future professional position. Guiding others to develop and implement their business ideas is another critical goal of my career. Accounting and healthcare management knowledge is critical to managing the business. Knowledge in accounting will come in handling helping others to manage their finances, especially for startup companies thus enabling the entrepreneurs to better manage these businesses and enable them to turn profits (Wheelen & Hunger, 2015). The application of my academic knowledge and experiences in business will be an effective way of capitalizing on my doctoral knowledge. 
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