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Classical criminology perspective in explaining youth crime in Melbourne
Classical criminology perspective is based on explaining human behavior and its relation to crime. The main tenets of the classical criminology perspective are that behaviors are influenced by rationality, the trade-off between pain and pleasure, human rights and deterrence as the best justification for punishment. The rate of youth crimes in Melbourne has rapidly increased with cases such as the Moomba riots, clown scaring in Victoria and riots over the Victorian youth justice center. The application of the classical perspective of criminology can be used to understand better the rate of crime as well as strategies to address the crime rate in the area.

Classical criminology and youth crime

The classical criminology perspective was developed by Cesare Beccaria who argued that the criminal had control over behavior and chose whether or not to get involved in criminal activities and thus can be deterred by the threat of punishment (Tierney & O’Neill, 2013). The application of this perspective in Melbourne identifies why the areas are facing systematic criminal problems from the youth. Melbourne has been severe with youth offenders who have been sent to detention centers while others have been sent to adult prisons. The escape from Malmsbury Youth Detention Centre identifies that the youths control their behavior and seek to engage in this activities even after being incarcerated leading to the identification of more effective punishments to deter these behaviors (Chalkey-Rhoden, 2017). The lack of effective punishment in Melbourne is responsible for the violent behaviors of first time offenders as well as the act of causing chaos while already detained identifies that the interventions being used to address youth crime are not effective. The classical theory identifies the existence of rationality to deter crime as well as the extensiveness of the punishments implemented. The rampant violent behavior among youth in Melbourne thus identifies the lack of rationality among the youth as well as the limited severity of the punishment implemented by the government.
The classical criminology perspective is derived from the classical theory of crime. The classical theory of crime main principles are the existence of free will thus the ability to control behavior exists, tradeoffs between pleasure and pain and the severity of punishment (Clinard, Quinney & Wildeman, 2014). The youth problem in Melbourne can be explained using the classical theory in that the youths in the area who are from low-income areas and not employed chose to get involved in criminal activities with the youths viewing the consequences of getting arrested and detained minimal as compared to the psychological and physical benefits derived from their acts (Chalkey-Rhoden, 2017). The punishments provided are not termed as severe enough allowing criminal behaviors to grow in the area. The statistical evidence provided after the Moomba riots identifies that only over a third of the offender are recorded or warned for their misdeeds (Crimestatistics.vic.gov.au, 2016). The majority of the youths were only recorded for a single offending incident yet the rate of youth crime in Melbourne is high. The classical theory identifies that punishment deters crime since rationality dictates that the individual refrain from crime for fear of the repercussions (Williams III & McShane, 2010). The inability of the law enforcement agents in Melbourne to arrest all youth offenders is what has bred contempt for the police leading to an increase in the level of crime being experienced (Theage.com, 2017). In Melbourne frequent offenders get at least one arrest which is very lenient by all standards and this has created the mentality that crimes will not be punished in the area thus encouraging crime. The classical theory identifies that the greater the severity of the punishment the less the crime evidenced and with the leniency of the law enforcement officers in Melbourne has thus increased the rate of crime in the area (Chalkey-Rhoden, 2017). The inefficiencies of actions taken by the government to curb crime such as punishments meted over violent behavior have continued to reinforce these criminal behaviors in Melbourne leading to increased riots even within the detention centers such as the riots within Malmsbury Youth Detention Centre.

The strengths of the classical theory in explaining criminal acts are based on its key principles and the implementation of measures on the ground. The introduction of detention centers coupled with increased changes to the criminal system to enhance the severity of punishment have been effective at controlling youth crime (Jones, 2017). Deterrence, as identified by the classical theory of crime, is that behavior can be altered based on the punishment provided. It has thus led to the changes to the criminal justice system with longer terms for first-time offenders and sending violent youths to adult prisons (Jones, 2017). Classical perspective has thus been used to promote determine through these major changes to Melbourne’s approach to handling youth crimes. The increase in police vigilance as well as vigilantes in the area maintaining peace has helped to reduce the rate of crime. The classical perspective of crime identifies that the introduction of strict crime control strategies is necessary to deter criminal behaviors. Operation Cosmos involved beefing up security as well as public order response team which worked to deter crime (Abc.net., 2014). Tough sentence for the violent crimes was implemented by the government to deter crime and had a positive influence on security in the area (Burke, 2013). The rate of crime has continued to drop due to the implementation of these tough measures and this evidently shows the strength of the classical criminology perspective whose key provision is that punishments deter criminal behavior as the pain of getting involved in criminal behavior is far greater than the benefits (Abc.net., 2014). The classical criminology perspective therefore identifies the significance of punishments as a way to deter crime.
The limitations of classical criminology perspective are that it identifies that criminals are rational and severity of punishment can deter behavior. Although severe punishments have been implemented the rate of youth crime has not reduced as severe punishment have not create deterrence (Chalkey-Rhoden, 2017: Taylor, Walton & Young, 2013). Behavior is not only influenced by rationality as psychological and biological influences also lead to criminal behavior, for instance, but those who commit crimes due to the peer pressure of drugs also have no control over their actions (Williams III & McShane, 2010). Drug use has been noted to be directly responsible for various crimes and this limits the claim of rationality argued by the classical criminology theory to explain criminal behavior.  The drug offenses for instance in Melbourne rose 21.4 percent as a rate per one hundred thousand people (Crimestatistics.vic.gov.au, 2016). The rise of drug offenses results in the rise of crime as well as the two are linked to an extent. This identifies that criminal behavior is not always guided by rationality as drugs limit rationality and lead to criminal behavior. Crimes such as drug use and those committed by drug users when under the influence of the substances they use therefore identifies a critical limitation to the classical criminology perspective. The limitation of this perspective is identified by the subculture perspective of crime which identifies that some cultures have attitudes and values conducive to crime not just based on rationality which in this case the subculture of the youths in Melbourne has created violent tendencies (Tierney & O’Neill, 2013).  This identifies the weakness of this approach to explain youth crime in Melbourne.

The strengths of the classical criminology perspective are its ability to explain that crimes are based on tradeoffs between pain and pleasure and informed by rationality. Its weakness is that it assumes all criminal are rational individuals (Jones, 2017). The classical criminology perspective provides an effective argument on changes and strategies to be implemented in Melbourne to address youth crime such as a change in tactics when addressing riots.  The classical criminology perspective has effectively explained the rate of crime in Melbourne which is due to the lack of adequate punishments that deter crime while the introduction of severe punishments especially for violent offenders has worked to deter criminal behaviors among the youth. The classical criminology perspective is supported by the social disorganization perspective that identifies that place where crime occurs matters with low-income areas being affected by greater criminal activities (Akers, 2013: Shoemaker, 2010). The use of the classical criminology perspective and its integration with other theories would provide an understanding of the criminal behavior and thus help to address youth crime in Melbourne. The perspective of classical criminology therefore sheds light on why crimes occur and strategies that can be implemented to address criminal behaviors.
Conclusion

The classical criminology perspective has enhanced the approaches of the government in dealing with crime in Melbourne by identifying the need to strengthen law and the criminal justice system to implement severe punishment to deter crime. The classical perspective on crime can be used to explain the crime in Melbourne by identifying the limitations of punishments, the pleasure gained from such activities and the rational choice to get involved in crime. The limitations of this perspective are that it identifies that all behaviors are based on rationality. However, the application of the classical criminology perspective is effective at explaining youth crimes in Melbourne as well as provide insights into how to address the problem.
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