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The tragedy of commons is a term coined to describe the economic situation in which the shared public resources are misused by few groups leaving the rest to content with the limited resources. Common property is shared by the public, and thus the problems of equitable sharing of resources arise (Ostrom, 2015). Common property includes water sources, land, and air. The common property has been misused by the various public interests groups that seek to serve the needs of few members while the majority suffer the consequences. The problem of using common property is that there is competition for these resources.

Problem with common property

Hardin (2009) identifies that common property is shared among different groups who have different powers within the community. Those with greater power overexploit the resources more than those without. For instance, population increase results in increased exhaustion of resources in the society such as water and food. The land in the world is finite, and thus it can only hold a specific population size. However the fact that many families around the world reproduce without paying much attention to this fact identifies how social groups view the world. 

The air is another resource that is misused and identifies the extent to the tragedy of commons. The release of chemicals and waste into the air as described by Hardin (2009) deteriorate the air for others. Companies, for instance, seek to make profits while neglecting to conserve the air. The fact that air is shared makes it easily vulnerable to overexploitation by those who have more power. The air is polluted for the communities that live next to such companies. When water resources are shared, they are also exhausted by one group or another. For instance, the company next to water sources will utilize more water than normal members of the community. According to Wade (1987) irrigation systems also create conflict and identify how common property is misused. Wade (1987) noted that the water is shared between those who are upstream and those who reside downstream with those living upstream consuming more water resulting in water shortages for those downstream and this creates increased conflicts between these two groups. The grazing lands as identified by Wade (1987) are another common property that results in the tragedy of commons. The headers with more livestock utilize mote grazing lands as compared to those with few animals. Therefore the ones with more power utilize more resources.

Acheson (1975) portrayed the tragedy of commons that arises when it comes to the fishing industry. The lobster fields like all common property are finite and thus can be depilated. The effect that there is no ownership of the oceans increases the extent of the tragedy of commons. There is increased competition for fishing as there is no incentive for fishermen to fish less or fish larger lobsters as the same fish will be caught by the next fisherman (Acheson, 1975). The ability to determine who has the right to fish to what extent is what results in the tragedy of commons in this case.

Cause of the tragedy of commons

The cause of the tragedy of commons as identified by Acheson (1975) is that there is a lack of ownership, legislation, and coordination of fishing activities. Where there are no formal rules controlling the utilization of common property leads to the tragedy of commons. With no rules or regulations to define the extent of use of the common property lead to exhaustion and overutilization of these resources. The lack of ownership or incentives to control the use of common property leads to a situation where survival is for the fittest with each party seeking to maximize the benefit they gain (Acheson, 1975). There is a lack of a collective action and this lead to the tragedy of commons. The differing and competitive collective actions within any society result in competition for these resources (Wade, 1987). Where the rights of to the common property are held by different groups makes it even more difficult to control how these resources are to be used within the society.

Strategies for using common property to address the tragedy of commons

Strategies to address the tragedy of commons include implementation of mutual coercion. There is a need for mutually agreed upon terms for the use of common property. Hardin (2009) identified that the development of mutually agreed upon terms that seek to control how users are to utilize those resources. Setting up moral rules, for example, would be critical to ensuring the conformity of all members of the society to agreed terms that define how the common property such as land or water is to be utilized. The legal environment cannot be counted on to effectively implement measures to control the use of common property (Hardin (2009). It is important to identify the necessity of these resources and the impact that they have on human life. Understanding the necessity of the resources helps to set up mutual agreed upon terms of use.

Supports of collective action such as Wade (1987) have identified that the implementation of collective action is an effective strategy to address the problem with the common property. Collective action identifies the act of one or more people to achieve a common goal that seeks to serve the collective good. Collective action, therefore, is founded on the need of implementing moral and ethical perspectives to the use of common property. The collective action as defined by Wade (1987) seeks to set and observe the rule of restrained access to the common property which helps to sustain the exploitation of these resources.

The development of legal regulations such as policies and laws that define how the common properties are to be divided among the population is a recommendation that can be used to address the tragedy of commons (Hardin, 2009). Legislations can be used to address how users share these properties. Legislation for example in the fishing industry could be used to control how the different fishing groups exploit the resources. Legislations can define the quotas each group is to exploit and implement measures to punish those who break those rules.  The enforcement of legislations should be an effective strategy that would ensure that the common properties have been shared equitable. Incentives can also be used to ensure that the users conform to the agreed upon legal rules (Ostrom, 2015). Ownership of the common properties is another way to ensures that the different communities or societies sharing these resources have the ability to set up local rules and regulations that define how the resources are to be used,

Conclusion

Common property such as land, air, and water are designed to serve the society, but there are few groups within the society which over-utilize these resources. When one group utilizes more of the resources, then there is less of the resource to be shared by other groups. The public resources are finite and thus when some individuals or groups over-utilize resources the rest suffer. The utilization of resources by specific groups over the others is termed as the tragedy of commons. The tragedy of commons occurs in all publicly accessed resources. The strategies to address the problem of common property includes the implementation of legislation, promotion of individual ownership, mutual coercion and collective action. There is a need to effectively define measures of equitable sharing common resource to ensure that all members of the society benefit.
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