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Racism & Poverty & Dependency of Indigenous People


The thoughts and perspectives associated with indigenous individuals, mostly those in the 17th and 19th centuries, have been able to survive less in historical developments and have shown that they have gone through significant problems. The documentation of most indigenous people between these two centuries has been considered to be extremely unfair. Most experts with significant interests in indigenous history have had to acquire data from sources such as archeology, folklore, literature, folk, and arts. For this, the colonialists employed religion and stereotypes tactics to promote racism and poverty among the indigenous people. The indigenous people were the original owners of the land in the United States. The paper discusses the indigenous people's history by understanding how the Europeans treated them about their poverty and racist status. 

Presenting the History of the Indigenous People


As the Reformation period began between the 16th and 17th centuries, most European Christians argued about the possibility of both American Indians and Africans being humans. They equated the position of their human nature as either having souls or not. The period saw Europeans having a significant exposure to both the Indigenous people of North and South Americans and Africans. The situation saw the church vacillating between opinions. 
The depletion of the Indigenous Communities Economic Systems


During the 19th century, individuals such as Darwin tried as much as possible to relate evolution to the superiority of races. The natural order regarding the development of species was instrumental in creating a negative image of the indigenous individuals and Blacks in the United States and across the globe. For this, the Europeans knew that they could not compete with the locals they found in the area. They had to turn them into slaves and workers rather than rich landowners. Also, commercialized land practices and plantations made the colonialists need more land to support their practices. The only way to ensure that they acquired the land was to kill the indigenous communities (Bird, 2019). This served as the only way to decapitate their powerful status to ensure the death of most of them. The colonial Europeans made sure that they reduced their populations by almost three-quarters. They attacked the indigenous people's farms and burnt their crops to stop them from thriving and enable them to become slaves to their systems. 


The colonialists made sure that they assisted some enemy communities that they had collaborated with to ensure that indigenous communities such as the American Indians did not have the right economic activities to sustain their livelihood. The situation saw the grabbing of large tracts of lands from the indigenous communities and pushing them to remote areas to expand the commercialization of better and rich lands and farms. The Europeans also brought them ways of disrupting local trade among the indigenous communities, which reduced their position and made them dependent on the European authorities. In turn, the indigenous people became economically helpless with a negative economic background. Unfair trading and economic policies also created gaps in their livelihood, which somehow made it easy for them to become easily controlled. 
Race, Stereotyping, and Discrimination of the Indigenous People


This notion of the indigenous people lacking a soul created the perception that their culture could not interact with the Europeans. Their position was reduced to that of an animal. It introduced most colonial masters' perception to fail to recognize their humanity, treating them as slaves and animals. With the popularity of slavery due to its importance in the plantations and around the United States, religious beliefs were employed to justify racist divisions. It was used to classify individuals of color as being soulless and pagans. Despite a substantial number of individuals of color being converted to Christianity, religion remained powerless in legitimizing the concept of racism. The brutality of slavery became a major factor in treating indigenous people (Bird, 2019). It necessitated a slave-based economy as a racist, exploitative system. It created a biological, botanical, and a zoological theoretical framework to explain why the indigenous people were fewer humans than the Europeans. 


During the 1800s, science and social science changed the individuals'ception of to their growth and development like never before. The situation saw the establishment of different scientists' associations with many debates and conferences held in Europe and the Americas. Many arguments and Ethnographic/Anthropological societies were created to discuss, the meeting and mixing of different races associated with the United States of America. The White supremacists dominant nature lessened the indigenous communities' humanity as they did with Africans, Asians, and the Indigenous Australias (Bird, 2019). The situation led to stereotypes of how the Indigenous people in the United States were. Concerning the stereotypes, the situation influenced an aspect of the Europeans looking down upon the indigenous Americans. 
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