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Question 1 
In certain cases, per capita GDP is used in evaluating the wellbeing of the citizens of a particular country. When the per capita GDP of a country is high, the more developed a country is considered. However, per capita GDP cannot grow indefinitely since the natural resources that are being used will at some point get depleted. Per capita GDP has certain limitations. Firstly, it does not consider income inequality within a society. Also, per capita, GDP fails to consider human health costs during production or the production process's negative environmental impact. Therefore, per capita GDP cannot be considered an effective measure of society's welfare.
There is a difference between economic growth and true development.  Economic improvement implies an increase in national output, while development implies an improvement in the people's living standards. For example, economic improvement might arise due to a technological innovation that makes it easier to produce the country's exports. On the other hand, true development occurs when the government implements better healthcare policies for its citizens. Other factors held constant; it is expected that economic improvement should lead to true development. However, this is not always the case, as some governments have poor frameworks in the implementation of policies for actual development.
From the material learned, it is inappropriate to use per capita income in measuring development. Per capita income only shows the national output of a country. Still, it does not reflect other factors such as social welfare, environmental pollution, and whether the growth rate is sustainable. The assumptions held by per capita income point to the need to use other methods to measureh ocountry's economic growthntry. One of these indicators is the genuine progress indicator (GPI). The GPI considers all the aspects considered when calculating the GDP but also accounts for other aspects such as the rate of crime, depletion of the ozone layer, leisure time lost, all of which create a better picture of the success of a country. The other indicator that could be used in evaluating the performance of a country is better life index. The better life index identifies income, jobs, housing, environment, health, life satisfaction, work-life balance, safety, community, education, and civic engagement as the most important aspects of human living. With consideration of such factors, it becomes easier to evaluate the actual development of a country. Other indicators include genuine progress indicator, happy planet index, and human development index.
Question 2 
The weather and climate components include cloudiness, wind, atmospheric pressure, precipitation, humidity, and temperature. Out of these components, temperature and precipitation highly influence climate change. When the earth temperatures are high than expected, global warming is expected, which leads to high amounts of rainfall that leads to floods. These two major components highly influence any particular region's economic activities since they influence the type of vegetation or animals that can be reared in a particular place. Different crops and animals survive in places with specific temperatures and amounts of rainfall. If a certain crop does not receive the required temperatures or amount of rainfall, they would not survive and the people will not make any profits from them. Therefore, the level of temperatures and the amounts of rainfall received directly influence the type of animals to rear and the types of crops to grow, which influences the specific economic activity in the particular region. 
Global warming occurs when air pollutants and CO2 get into the atmosphere. When in the atmosphere, these pollutants absorb solar radiation, which would have escaped into space. Once solar radiation has been absorbed, it gets trapped into the atmosphere leading to increased temperatureson planet earth. The air pollutants are caused by human activity such as industrialization, farming, and deforestation. The consequences include increased temperatures on the earth`s surface, a rise in sea level, drought, severe weather, among other devastating effects that could threaten the existence of plant and animal life. It is the responsibility of everyone to combat increased global warming. Everyone is being affected by the increase in global temperatures, which makes it our responsibility to ensure that we reduce greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere. Some of the responsibilities at an individual level include reducing water waste, invest in energy-efficient pieces of equipment, use renewable energy and use electric cars. The government also needs to step in in reducing the negative consequences of climate change. The government needs to set up rules and regulations to control greenhouse gases beingreleased into the atmosphere. These rules and regulations should target industries, motorists, individuals cutting down trees, and any other activity that leads to increased greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. With such a framework, there are chances that the greenhouse gases will reduce and the negative impact they would have caused will have been reduced. 
Question 3
Sustainable development is one of the concepts that define the 21st century. The term sustainable development implies being able to meet the present needs of human needs without compromising future generations' needs. Simply put, sustainable development means being able to provide for the current needs of society and creating opportunities for future generations to also meet their needs. Sustainable development implies making decisions that do not negatively affect the existence of future generations. Sustainable development is founded on three pillars: environmental, social and economic pillars. The environmental pillar is considered the most critical pillar of sustainable development. Currently, companies use raw materials in making finished products for use by human beings. As human beings purchase these products, these companies make profits, which makes it a mutual kind of a relationship. In light of sustainable development, companies are urged to use raw materials to avoid polluting the environment, making the production of such goods impossible. For example, Wal-Mart is implementing a zero-waste initiative to conserve the environment with less packaging and packaging being resourced from reused material.
The second pillar in sustainable development is the social pillar. For a business to operate effectively and efficiently, it should be supported and approved by the stakeholders such as the employees, the community, and the customers. The different areas of operation of an organization should align with the expectations of the stakeholders. The social pillar focuses on CSR, positive employee relationships, improved wages and salaries, and a safe work environment for the employees.
The third pillar is the economic pillar. For a business to be sustainable, it has to make profits. Examples of activities within a company that fit within the economic pillar include risk management, proper governance, and compliance of the laws and regulations in its operations areas. With such considerations, an organization aligns with the expectations of the shareholders.
The ecological system is related to sustainable development. Sustainability development involves creating a framework that allows human beings to meet their goals while sustaining the natural ecological system in provision of services without depletion. Sustainability development works in ensuring that the ecological system is balanced and that all its components are in line with the existing needs of the human beings without depletion. Therefore, sustainability development is a term that describes the efforts needed in maintaining ecological system not only for the current needs by human beings but also for future needs by the generations to come.

The ecosystem has elaborate functions that include producing gases and initiating processes that mitigate climate change.  In this case, the ecosystem has a dynamic biological and geological system that produces and absorbs greenhouse gases including carbon.  The ecosystem also provide adaptation mechanisms, as such, it performs a regulatory function; in this case, the living things and people  on planet earth  are able to adapt to climatic changes because of the climatic regulations initiated by ecosystems; in this case, humans are able to learn  to use the environment sustainably based on how they are adapted to it.  The third function is supporting people’s well-being and alleviating poverty, in which case it functions as a habitat. As such, individuals yearn to sustain their well-being; therefore, they engage in conservation that results in sustainability of the available natural resources.  The fourth function is informational function in which case it meets the aesthetical, recreational, spiritual and cultural functions. The benefits derived from the functions help man to conserve it leading to sustainability. 
