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Which of the four roles of the artist mentioned in chapter 1 do you think this artist fits into the best? Why?
The artwork by Kehinde Wiley on Napoleon Leading the Army over the Alps shows the different roles of an artist, as depicted in the readings. From its analysis, it is evident that the artist helps the audience see the world in innovative ways. Jacques-Louis David initially did this piece of art, and the subject of the original work was Napolean Bonaparte leading the army in war. In this spin-off, the artist plays an African American role in fighting against the different social issues affecting society. From the artwork, the audience can think to form a different perspective on other races' role in leading in community. From the artwork, the artist also plays the role of providing universal truth about African Americans' role in society. Even though not directly, the artist tries to paint a picture that an African American can be a leader, contrary to the racist beliefs that the black people are an inferior race. With each artist having a specific message that they need to convey to the audience, this work of art has effectively communicated string messages about African Americans and universal truths about racism(Cutler, 2016).

What has the most emphasis on the work, or what is its focal point? What does that tell you about the work?
The emphasis of this work is on the subject. As mentioned, this work is a spin-off of an original drawing. The original picture used different objects in conveying the message. The horse, the background, the color setting, and the main subject, Napoleon Bonaparte, was the main objects within the piece of art. Notably, Kehinde Wiley does not alter any of these objects, but the issue of Napoleon Bonaparte has been replaced with an African American man. All the original artwork themes have been maintained only now that an African American man is going into war. The African American man leading to fighting being the focal point of the artwork tells us the message surrounds the man. As an artist, failing to alter the other aspects of the original work speaks highly of his statement that he wanted to convey through the piece of art(Cutler, 2016).
What associations (thoughts, feelings) does this work bring up for you? Tell us what element, the principle of design, or subject matter helps make each association.
The subject matter of this piece of art is on racism. Racism is the antagonism directed towards specific individuals in a society. For centuries, much resistance has been directed towards black people. The ancient white people made everyone believe that the black people were an inferior race and that the whites were superior. Such stereotyping has affected how black people are viewed in society, even up-to-date. In this work of art, the artist shows an African American's capabilities despite the different perceptions that the world has held against them. The artwork's focus is on the African American man indicates that black people too can hold positions of power, just like Napoleon Bonaparte. Besides, the African American man depicts the need to go and fight for his rights. Such association brings a powerful message about the contemporary issues in society (Cutler, 2016).
How might your reaction to this work be different if the paint was used in a rougher way, like van Gogh, where all the brush strokes were clearly and visible?
In this work, the work has not been used roughly, and every element of the work is visible and smooth. In this art piece, the original artist, Jacques-Louis David, was displaying an essence of royalty, leadership, and command. Napoleon Bonaparte was one of the influential leaders in the military during the French Revolution. In this artwork, such elements have also been displayed only that the subject is now an African American. In this art, Kendeley portrays an African American leading for a revolution in the same elements of royalty, leadership, and command, just like Napoleon. If different paint had been used, the aspects of leadership and royalty would have been lost, and the message being conveyed would not have been sufficient. This is because a different background divides the audience's attention, and the message won’t be communicated effectively. Given that the African American man is the focal point of the artwork, it is more effective to use a smooth surface that does not distract the audience(Cutler, 2016).

How does the artist’s identity affect how you read the work?
The work artist is by Kehinde Wiley, an African American artist who presented the work in 2005. An artist plays the role of using their skills in communicating different messages to the audience. In some cases, artists will use their skills in sharing some of the most pressing issues in society through their artwork. For example, Kehinde Wiley is trying to depict the plight of African Americans' social equality. For centuries, African Americans have been considered as an inferior minority group across the United States. With issues such as police brutality, workplace discrimination, inequality in education, and job opportunities, among other issues that negatively affect black people's welfare. Even when laws have been passed pushing for equality, the perceptions about black people are still held, which affects people's coexistence within the American social system.
Given that the artwork focuses on an African American leading a revolution, it is relatable to African Americans' fight for racial equality. His identity reveals that he is displaying a message on the African Americans to fight for their rights. Given that the work was completed in the 21st century, Kendely serves to show African Americans' need to lead a revolution in fighting for their rights(Cutler, 2016).
How does the relationship between this painting and the historical painting it imitates affect how you see the work?
The initial painting was about Napoleon Bonaparte leading war during the French Revolution. The French Revolution was a social and political upheaval between France and its colonies during the 18th century. The French saw the fall of the ancient regime in France and was led by Napoleon Bonaparte. As a statesman and a military leader, Napoleon is considered to have led the French troops in conducting the war. The artwork implies royalty, command, and leadership by Napoleon during the French Revolution. Everything else is the same except for Napoleon, who has been replaced with an African American man in this piece of art. Both works of art depict leadership in a revolution. Even though there has never been a real revolution by the black people, the art piece shows that even the African American man can lead in a revolution, especially in fighting modern-day slavery(Cutler, 2016).
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