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The Forbidden City

The Forbidden City offered Chinese performers a stage to showcase their talents and culture in its many nightclubs. Ironically, in their presentations, they had to overcome some Chinese cultural barriers that stood between them and their careers. For instance, the Chinese culture frowned against women exposing their legs which was often a part of the theatre world. Also, the performers did not make as much money as one would expect; thereby, parents frowned against it. The performers contend that they did not have any references to what they were doing as that kind of entertainment was new. Some of the performers had no background in the roles they took up in Forbidden City (Dong, 2014). However, the second and third American-born generations did not allow these challenges to hamper their dreams. Their persistence saw them pioneer Asian-Americans ’ progress in entertainment.
The performers, who included singers, dancers, and acrobats, had to tackle ongoing racism in America. Even when their entertainment brightened the society under challenging times, such as during the Second World War, Asian Americans in entertainment were still termed and perceived as less adequate in their crafts and as Americans. Performers often endured racist comments and feedbacks from the clients. However, they kept their eyes on the prize and persisted. Their resilience saw them turn Forbidden City into an entertainment joint that lasted for decades. The nightclubs gave people fun and entertainment. They brought people of all backgrounds to Chinatown (Dong, 2014). They became a stage for outsiders to see Chinese Culture in a different light. The Forbidden City became a centerstage, on which the performers showcased song and dance to ordinary people and troops, turning ordinary Chinese men and women into stars. Their work transformed not only the Chinese community but also became an inspiration for people of color.
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